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tionary spending and education, is not defense
spending—both discretionary spending and de-
fense spending have been going down for the
first time in 25 years—it’s entitlements in health
care, health care costs going up by more than
the rate of inflation, and the accumulated inter-
est payments on the debt run up between 1981
and 1993, when I took office. That’s basically
what the big problem is with the budget.

The other entitlements are entitlements basi-
cally for poor people, generally. And except for
Medicaid, they, by and large, have not kept up
with inflation, but they do provide a safety net.
So if there is going to be a move away from
those entitlements, the burden is on those who
would move away to say, how are you going
to care for these poor children?

Now, I like the Women, Infants and Children
program; I like the School Lunch Program. I
think these programs have worked pretty well
for us over time. And we have an interest, all
of us do, in not going back to the days when
children were basically living in very brutal con-
ditions. And I think there is a national interest
in the welfare of the children.

I’m all for having the States have more flexi-
bility about how to do these things, but I think
there is a national interest in helping States to
keep a floor under the lives of our children.
Not every State is as wealthy as every other
State. Not every State has the same priorities.

So, having a system that uniformly says we ought
to have a quality of life for our poor children,
that we believe that all of our children ought
to have a chance to get to the starting line
is pretty important.

What does the first education goal say?
Audience members. Ready to learn.
The President. Yes. Every kid ought to show

up ready to learn, right? Not just intellectually
but physically able to learn. My argument is,
if I were making your strategy, I would say
that we represent the PTA, and our schools
can’t succeed if, by the time our kids show
up for school, their deprivations have already
been so great that they will never overcome
them, and that the rest of us will pay a whole
lot more in tax money and social misery later
on down the road if we back away from our
obligation to get these kids to school ready to
learn.

[Ms. Whitfill thanked the President for partici-
pating and presented him with a paperweight.]

The President. Thank you very much. Thank
you. Bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at the
Washington Renaissance Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Essie Middleton, president of the
Arkansas PTA and member of the board of direc-
tors, National Congress of Parents and Teachers.

Statement on the Nomination of Lieutenant General Charles C. Krulak
To Be Commandant of the Marine Corps
March 14, 1995

I am pleased to nominate Lt. Gen. Charles
C. Krulak, U.S. Marine Corps, for appointment
to the grade of general and as Commandant
of the Marine Corps, succeeding Gen. Carl E.
Mundy, Jr., who is retiring.

I have asked the Secretary of the Navy to
announce my decision today in ceremonies at
Iwo Jima commemorating the 50th anniversary
of the battle.

General Krulak currently serves as Com-
mander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, and
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force Pa-
cific. In this capacity, he is responsible for Ma-

rine Corps units and activities throughout the
Pacific theater. During his distinguished career,
General Krulak served two command tours in
Vietnam, oversaw the Marine Corps logistic ef-
forts during Desert Storm, and was responsible
for significant and innovative changes in military
doctrine and organization. He brings to the job
of Commandant a dynamic vision of the Marine
Corps’ future, a wealth of experience, and a
highly effective leadership and managerial style.

General Krulak assumes the post of Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps at an important
time in the U.S. Marine Corps’ history. I will
depend on him to continue General Mundy’s
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superb efforts in ensuring that the Marine Corps
remains fully ready and able in carrying out

its important responsibilities under our national
security strategy.

Statement on Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Henry
Cisneros
March 14, 1995

Henry Cisneros’ service as Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development has been out-
standing, and I know him to be a man of integ-
rity and character. The Attorney General has
determined that the facts warrant the appoint-
ment of an independent counsel to inquire into
a question she believes is a ‘‘close and difficult
factual and legal issue.’’

Secretary Cisneros is a good man and an ef-
fective public servant. He says he regrets any
mistakes he has made. So do I. But that does
not outweigh the excellent work he has been
doing and will do as Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development. I look forward to his con-
tinued valuable service.

Remarks at the Radio and Television Correspondents Association Dinner
March 14, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you very much,
Bill. I can’t think of anything better for a politi-
cian than to be introduced by a guy named
‘‘Headline.’’ [Laughter]

Hillary and I are delighted to be here. I am
told that this is by far the largest group of radio
and television correspondents ever assembled
this far from a Los Angeles courtroom. [Laugh-
ter] You know, the press is always asking me
if I’m watching the O.J. trial, and Mike McCurry
always has to say, ‘‘Oh, he’s so busy with affairs
of’’—of course I watch it. [Laughter] And the
other day I was watching it, and the camera
zoomed in to Judge Ito’s computer monitor.
You’ve seen that, haven’t you? There was an
E-mail message on it from Wolf Blitzer begging
for a recess. [Laughter]

You know, every year when I come here, even
though I’ve only been here a couple of years,
I recognize more and more faces. And now I’m
getting so good at it I can tell when people
are missing. [Laughter] This year, thanks to Mr.
Armey and others, PBS couldn’t afford a ticket
for both MacNeil and Lehrer. [Laughter] I
know that because Louis Rukeyser told me that
when he checked my coat when I came in.
[Laughter]

I’m trying to figure out what’s going on here.
I guess the rest of you are, too. I have puzzled
over this Republican assault on affirmative ac-
tion. You know, the Republicans started affirma-
tive action under Mr. Nixon. I think the reason
that they don’t like it anymore is because the
Democrats are now a minority. [Laughter] I
have decided to adopt their position on another
important issue: term limits. I’ll settle for two.
[Laughter]

You know, this campaign is amazing. It’s got-
ten so heated up that when I called L.L. Bean
last week they told me they’re back-ordered on
red flannel shirts for several months. Because
I’m President, they promised to send me mine
by June. [Laughter]

Look, in spite of this campaign, I want to
tell you that I am going to keep doing the
job the American people elected me to do. I’m
going to let the rest just take care of itself.
I’m still working on Saturdays. I mean, I was
working on Saturday a couple of weeks ago,
trying to do the things that a President really
doesn’t have time for during the week. I was
reinventing my filing system according to Gore,
adding up my own frequent flier miles on Air
Force One. I even did a little spackling in the
Roosevelt Room. [Laughter] And I noticed—
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